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SCCA published a comprehensive study on the status

of the arbitration industry in Saudi Arabia, prepared:
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In partnership with:

The study was commissioned in response to an official invitation from the UNCITRAL
Secretariat for SCCA to prepare a country report on the state of the arbitration industry in Saudi
Arabia. Prepared by SCCA on behalf of Saudi Arabia, the report forms part of the forthcoming
edition of the UNCITRAL Digest of Case Law on the Model Law on International Commercial
Arbitration (Model Law), a leading reference publication by UNCITRAL that compiles
jurisprudence on the Model Law and promotes its harmonized interpretation and application.
This will be the first updated edition of the Digest on the Model Law since 2012.

Legislative Analysis: Judicial Analysis:
N B
A Comparison between: An analysis of:
Saudi Arbitration Law arbitration-related court
Draft Saudi Arbitration Law judgments issued by the Courts of
» UNCITRAL Model Law Appeal Between 2023 and 2025.

Contributing to:
S —— -

Enhancing | ImprO\_/ing pre_dictability :
regarding judicial interpretation '
transparency of the Arbitration Law legal certainty

. Strengthening



https://sadr.org/public/upload/pdf-files/6a44e340284f6-Arbitration-in-Saudi-Arabia-EN.pdf?key=1788078007

Impact:

The study generated substantial interest across the local and
international dispute resolution community. This was reflected in the
extensive coverage and commentary from leading international law
firms and global legal media platforms, as well as engagement
from mainstream media outlets and practitioners across social
media. : ‘

~ This highlights:

The increasing prominence of Saudi
Arabia within the international
arbitration community. '

GrQWing International recognition
‘of Saudi Arabia’s development as a-
leading arbitration seat.




The annulment rate
of arbitral awards in
Saudi stands at 8%,
among the lowest
globally

Consistent practice
by Saudi courts in
interpreting the
Saudi Arbitration
Law

Most disputes are
capable of being
resolved through
arbitration

More relaxed
requirements for

the appointment of
arbitral tribunals

Legislative and
judicial recognition of
the use of electronic
means in arbitration
proceedings

Alignment of Saudi
Arabia’s arbitration
framework with
international best
practices the best
international standards
and practices

Strong respect for party
autonomy, including in
constituting the arbitral
tribunal and selecting
the arbitration
procedures

Removal of the
requirement for prior
cabinet approval of
arbitration clauses in
government contracts

Saudi courts adopt
a limited standard
to the review of
arbitral awards

Procedural flexibility
and reduced formal
requirements in
arbitral proceedings




Media Impact
at Glance

specialized media
features across
legal media
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Specialized
International Coverage
across the Global Map

The study generated significant engagement among leading international law firms and
prominent legal media platforms. Their coverage highlighted the growing maturity of Saudi
Arabia’s arbitration framework at both the legislative and practical levels, as well as the
Kingdom'’s emergence as a promising international seat for the resolution of commercial and

investment disputes.
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Saudi Arbitration Landscape

From the Perspective of
International Law Firms...

The SCCA's country report confirms that Saudi Arabia’s arbitration Read the article:

framework has come of age. The judiciary is sophisticated, restrained, .
and predictable. The legislative framework is evolving towards fuller EI E
. harmonisation with international standards. And the institutional D
ReedSmith -..f
[=]

infrastructure - anchored by the SCCA - is well-placed to support
the growing volume of domestic and international arbitration in the

Kingdom.
Read the article:
MAY E R The Saudi framework has evolved from drawing inspiration from the
Model Law to achieving a more advanced level of harmonization
and procedural alignment striking a balance between international
B ROW N standards, the requirements of domestic legislation, and the specific

features of the national legal system.

An arbitration framework that is perceived internationally as
HOGAN LOVELLS predictable, efficient and internationally aligned is ... of direct
CADWALADER importance to the delivery of Saudi Arabiass infrastructure ambitions.
The SCCA report appears to suggest that both the courts and the
legislature are continuing to move in that direction.

The appellate court decisions set out in the Report continue to

King & reinforce Saudi Arabia’s standing as a credible and competitive seat
S aidin for international arbitration, underpinned by modern legislation, an
P g arbitration-friendly judiciary, and a clear legislative trajectory towards

closer alignment with internationally recognized standards.

Taken together, the report reinforces that Saudi Arabia aligns with
quer all three criteria identified by the International Bar Association for
McKenzie_ a stable arbitral seat: membership of the New York Convention,

an arbitration-supportive legal framework, and a judiciary with a

demonstrated record of arbitration-friendly decisions.



https://www.reedsmith.com/articles/saudi-arabia-s-arbitration-framework-comes-of-age-key-findings-from-scca-s-landmark-country-report/
https://view.mayerbrown.com/scca-country-report-10-key-takeaways/p/1
https://www.hlc.com/en/publications/saudi-arbitration-what-the-latest-scca-report-reveals
https://www.kslaw.com/insights
https://www.bakermckenzie.com/en/insight/publications/2026/07/saudi-arabia-arbitration-in-judicial-trends-and-legislative-analysis

Saudi Arbitration Landscape

From the Perspective of
International Law Firms...
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For international practitioners and businesses, the key message is
clear: Saudi Arabia>s arbitration environment is characterized by
predictable judicial oversight, respect for party autonomy, and a
legislative agenda committed to continued modernization.

An important part of the report is its review of annulment applications
before the Saudi courts... [The Report’s] numbers are important
because they show that Saudi courts do not treat annulment as a
chance to re-open the case. The report explains that Saudi courts treat
annulment grounds as exhaustive, and that [] Courts of [A]ppeal may
not revisit the facts or re-examine the merits of the dispute.

The report shows that Saudi courts uphold arbitral awards at an
exceptionally high rate - and the data makes clear that this is not

a recent development but an established feature of the arbitration
landscape in the Kingdom... The practical significance of this is that
parties arbitrating in, or with counterparties in, Saudi Arabia can do so
with a high degree of confidence that awards will be upheld absent
fundamental defects.

Beyond the case law, the report>s legislative comparison ... finds

that the existing Saudi Arbitration Law largely reflects internationally
recognized standards, with domestic adaptations, and the Draft
Arbitration Law maintains that approach while aiming for greater legal
certainty.

Saudi Arabia’s arbitration ecosystem is undergoing a significant
evolution, moving from the nationally specific adoption of model laws
toward deeper integration with the global arbitration ecosystem.

Read the article:

Read the article:

Of-=40]
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Read the article:
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https://www.charlesrussellspeechlys.com/en/insights/expert-insights/dispute-resolution/2026/saudi-center-for-commercial-arbitration-issues-update-on-arbitration-in-saudi-arabia/
https://www.clydeco.com/en/insights/2026/06/saudi-arabia-arbitration-framework
https://www.whitecase.com/insight-alert/arbitration-saudi-arabia-insights-scca-country-report
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/analysis/scca-research-saudi-courts-arbitration-annulment
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/sawPHO8I2cIJtnfuKQ8qDA

Saudi Arbitration Landscape

From the Perspective of
International Law Firms...
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Saudi Arabia’s arbitration framework is no longer merely a regional
alternative; it is a credible and increasingly sophisticated forum for
the resolution of complex international disputes. The SCCA's study

provides the clearest evidence to date.

The Report provides useful guidance on how Saudi courts are applying
the Arbitration Law in practice, including their approach to jurisdiction,
annulment, enforcement, public policy and Sharia... the Report reflects
the Kingdom's continued efforts to strengthen Saudi Arabia’s position
as an arbitration-friendly jurisdiction while preserving key domestic
safeguards.

For practitioners, the takeaway is practical: Saudi-seated arbitration
should no longer be assessed by reference to historical perception or
anecdote, but against data and case law and a legal framework that is
increasingly aligned with international best practice while preserving
the principles of Sharia and Saudi public policy. Riyadh is emerging

as a fast-growing, modern arbitration hub offering greater certainty,
predictability and confidence to international users.

The Report records decisions in which KSA courts and tribunals
treated electronic communications as valid service where they were
sent to channels designated or confirmed by the parties...This is a
commercially sensible approach which recognizes the varied nature of
modern business communications.

The [SCCA] dataset measures annulment by the Saudi courts, not
enforcement of foreign awards abroad, but the overlap tells its own
story. A court that declines to reopen the merits is keeping to the
bargain the parties struck: the tribunal decides, and the court steps in
only where the statute allows.

Read the article:

Read the article:

[m] 3500 [m]
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Read the article:
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Read the article:
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https://www.hfw.com/insights/saudi-arabia-leading-middle-east-arbitration-seat-scca-findings/
https://www.ashurstperkinscoie.com/en/insights/saudi-arbitration-in-focus-scca-report-highlights-court-support-and-legislative-modernisation/
https://www.pillsburylaw.com/en/news-and-insights/saudi-arabia-arbitration-scca-report-2026.html
https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/alerts/got-the-message-digital-service-and-recent-developments-in-saudi-arbitration
https://www.ontier.law/measuring-the-saudi-arbitral-seat-what-967-court-of-appeal-decisions-reveal/

Saudi Arbitration Landscape

From the Perspective of
International Law Firms...

. . . Read the article:
This is precisely why the report is valuable. It replaces the cadhe articie

question whether Saudi courts are arbitration-friendly with a more
sophisticated question: how do Saudi courts police the boundary

AFFAK_[ between arbitral autonomy and mandatory legality? The answer, on
the evidence assembled, is with notable restraint and identifiable
grounds which, generally speaking, mirror international standards as
set out in the Model Law.

The Report provides a first of its kind inside look and overview of the E E
SQ U | RE :) Saudi arbitration framework and will serve to guide many practitioners o =y
PATTON BOGGS on pertinent procedural matters particularly as compared to other

UNCITRAL Model Law jurisdictions. E

The study revealed broad judicial support for arbitration in Saudi LI EIEE

Arabia and confirmed the consistency of Saudi judicial practices with

the best international standards set out in the UNCITRAL Model Law
R on International Commercial Arbitration. The findings affirm that

the Kingdom has become an attractive and reliable environment

for the resolution of commercial disputes, both domestically and

internationally.

Is Saudi Arabia a Safe Seat? The Numbers Now Say Yes... [w]hat was
once reassurance based largely on instinct can now be grounded in
evidence. The data points to a more mature, reliable, and
arbitration-friendly environment, giving parties greater confidence in
A choosing the Kingdom as a seat of arbitration. For clients with Saudi

ALAIDAROUS exposure, that shift is both meaningful and commercially significant.

Eight years of judgments show 91% of annulment applications reject-
g C ed, with Sharia-based annulments at 2.3% of annulled awards...the
Blrd & Blrd practical case for a Saudi seat has never been stronger.



https://www.affaki.fr/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/20260623-Insight-17-SCCA.pdf
https://www.squirepattonboggs.com/insights/publications/scca-issues-saudi-arabia-s-first-contribution-to-the-uncitral-digest-of-case-law/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84-ugcPost-7479124292098703360-s4hw/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAC2Kx_EBk9yKhn7aLwQkz8iRehZvpJ6jT20
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7478043443450003458/
https://www.twobirds.com/en/insights/2026/saudi-arabia's-arbitration-market-key-trends-and-developments-in-2026

Saudi Arbitration Landscape

From the Perspective of
International Law Firms...

The Report and the proposed legislative reforms suggest a maturing
arbitration framework that combines respect for international
arbitration standards with the requirements of Saudi law. For

W construction parties participating in the Kingdom’s ambitious

Read the article:

programme of infrastructure and development projects, that should
provide increasing confidence that Saudi Arabia is not only a major
construction market, but also an increasingly sophisticated and
reliable forum for the resolution of construction disputes.

[T]he underlying data speaks for itself. The consistently high rate

of unsuccessful annulment applications, together with the courts»
recognition of fundamental arbitration principles, suggests a judiciary
that is generally supportive of arbitration and reluctant to interfere
with arbitral awards absent clear statutory grounds. Viewed alongside
the proposed reforms contained in the Draft Arbitration Law, the
report provides further evidence of KSA's continued evolution as a
sophisticated and arbitration-friendly jurisdiction

Saudi Arabia is quietly repositioning itself as a serious international
BEALE&CO arbitration destination, and the legal framework is catching up fast.

The SCCA's comprehensive data demonstrates that Saudi Arabia’s
arbitration framework is transitioning into a deep integration with
global standards. With predictable judicial enforcement, clearly
defined statutory boundaries, and the anticipated enforcement of the

FRESHFIELDS Draft Arbitration Law, the Kingdom continues to solidify its position
as a reliable, modern forum for resolving complex international
commercial disputes.

The Report>s overall message is a positive one: Saudi Arabiass
arbitration framework is broadly aligned with international norms
and is continuing to develop in that direction... The Report>s broader

A !/,’
: : EEEREHEEISSMWH findings indicate that Saudi courts generally confine themselves to
7\ KRAMER the limited supervisory role contemplated by modern arbitration

legislation and do not treat annulment proceedings as an opportunity
to revisit the merits of an award.



https://www.freshfields.com/en/our-thinking/blogs/risk-and-compliance/saudi-arabias-arbitration-landscape-key-insights-from-the-sccas-analysis-of-96-102ne9h
https://www.hfw.com/insights/sccas-report-on-arbitration-what-does-it-mean-for-construction/
https://dwfgroup.com/en/news-and-insights/insights/2026/7/saudi-arbitration-under-the-microscope-what-the-data-shows
https://beale-law.com/article/global-vantage-saudi-arabias-international-arbitration-ambitions/
https://www.freshfields.com/en/our-thinking/blogs/risk-and-compliance/saudi-arabias-arbitration-landscape-key-insights-from-the-sccas-analysis-of-96-102ne9h
https://www.hsfkramer.com/notes/arbitration/2026-07/arbitration-in-saudi-arabia-unpacking-the-sccas-landmark-country-report

... and by International

Legal Media Platforms

Global
Arbitration
Review
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THOMSON REUTERS

PRACTICAL LAW

IL

THE LAW
REPORTERS

The 250-page country report, which was
prepared at the invitation of UNCITRAL,
highlights how the law is being interpreted
and evolving in practice in one of the re-
gion>s most active and rapidly developing
arbitration jurisdictions, with key insights
into the annulment rate of awards based on
shariah and public policy grounds.

The Saudi Center for Commercial Arbitration (SCCA) has released a na-
tional report, drafted for the upcoming United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Digest of Case Law on the Model
Law on International Commercial Arbitration, reviewing 967 Court of
Appeal rulings from 2023-25 and contrasting the existing Saudi Arbi-
tration Law and Draft Arbitration Law with the UNCITRAL Model Law.

Across a cumulative dataset of over 3,300 judgments from 2017-25,
the overall annulment rate was 8.3%, with annulments based on
Sharia or public policy accounting for only 2.3% of cases. The Draft
Arbitration Law introduces notable reforms including express recogni-
tion of electronic service, virtual hearings, electronic award signatures,
emergency arbitrators, removal of the Sharia or law degree require-
ment for arbitrators and elimination of the Cabinet approval require-
ment for arbitration clauses in government contracts.

The publication of the report coincides with Saudi Arabia>s devel-
opment as an arbitration hub. The SCCA has reported double digit
growth in its caseload over the past five years, averaging 62%, and
a 52% year-on-year increase at the end of 2025, reaching 182 cases.
More than 210 cases were registered in the first half of 2026.

For businesses and investors, the findings signal a jurisdiction seeking
to position itself as a competitive and credible seat for international
arbitration.

Read the article:

[=] Lt [m]

[=]

Read the article:

Read the article:
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Read the article:
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https://thelawreporters.com/saudi-courts-reject-90-percent-arbitration-annulment-claims
https://content.next.westlaw.com/practical-law/document/I3e046e4c752a11f1b282c724fbd952fe/SCCA-releases-report-on-arbitration-in-Saudi-Arabia?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://www.lexisnexis.co.uk/legal/news/scca-submits-country-report-to-uncitral-mapping-saudi-arabia-s-arbitration-legislative-judicial
https://www.lexisnexis.com/en-gb/legal/news/scca-submits-country-report-to-uncitral-mapping-saudi-arabia-s-arbitration-legislative-judicial
https://globalarbitrationreview.com/article/report-compares-saudi-offering-uncitral-model

... and by International

Legal Media Platforms

[ GENERAL
l COUNSEL
NEWS

SCG  TIMES

The three most significant findings in the Report are (i) the Saudi
judiciary's respect for the finality of arbitral awards; (ii) the relationship
between arbitral awards and Sharia; and (iii) legislative harmonization
with the Model Law.

This initiative forms part of SCCA’'s ongoing collaboration with leading
international organizations dedicated to advancing dispute resolution
and arbitration, with the aim of showcasing arbitration practice in the
Kingdom and highlighting the progress made in developing a robust
framework for the resolution of commercial disputes.

This Report represents an important scholarly and legal contribution
to the Arabic library in the field of commercial arbitration, as it
brings together theoretical analysis, judicial review, and comparative
legislative assessment in a single document, providing a
comprehensive understanding of the development of the arbitration
framework in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Read the article:



https://generalcounselnews.com/category/international/?n=/post/contentViewerEmbed.aspx?fid=d271080a-3a00-40ff-a96b-d57f229727fa&header=0&cg=GCNInternationalTrade
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2026/07/16/scca-maps-evolution-of-saudi-arabias-arbitration-landscape-uncitral-report/
https://iamaeg.net/ar/publications/articles/scca-arbitration-study-2026
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The Saudi Center for Commercial Arbitration has released a comprehensive 249
page Country Report examining how Saudi Arabia's arbitration framework
compares to international standards set by the UNCITRAL Model Law. Through
analysis of nearly 1,000 court decisions and detailed comparison of current and
proposed legislation, the report provides critical insights into the Kingdom's
evolving arbitration landscape and its alignment with global best practices.
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Publication in 3
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Thank you for sharing this news, and please 2ccept my warmest congrat
the entire SCCA team on the launch o frag remarkable report: « Arbitrati
pwabia: A Comparative Jucicial and Legislative Analysis in Light of the Up
Model Law »
The scale of the analysis: 67 judgments from the Saudi Courts of Appe
& more broadly 3,300 judgments spanning 2017-2025 reflects an exce
of empirical One that s rare in our field, The finding t

Erogressively make Saudi arbitration jurisprudence avail
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